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NCBI Missoula Transitioning Name to EmpowerMT
The National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI) of Missoula’s Board of Directors is excited to announce that this summer, the
organization will be changing their name to Empower Montana (EmpowerMT) and will become a fully independent 501(c)(3)
organization. EmpowerMT will officially begin operating under its new name and launch its new website
(www.empowermt.org) on September 1st , 2016. An open house will be held Tuesday, August 30th from 5-7 PM at
EmpowerMT’s office (1124 Cedar Street) and media outlets are invited to attend.
“We are so proud of the work we have done throughout Montana as NCBI Missoula and strongly believe that moving forward
as EmpowerMT will provide even more opportunities to develop leaders, strengthen communities & organizations, and end
mistreatment,” stated EmpowerMT Executive Director Heidi Wallace. “The name EmpowerMT clearly states what we do and
where we want to go as an organization, empowering leaders to create more just and inclusive societies across Montana.”
In 1998, a group of campus and community leaders were looking for ways to address pervasive prejudice and violence in the
state and attended a training hosted by NCBI International. Shortly after Missoula became home to a chapter operating
under NCBI International’s non-profit status. Over the past 18 years the Missoula chapter has grown from a staff of two to six,
with several interns and practicum students, and has reached over 52,000 students, educators, business and community
leaders across the state of Montana. Over the past year NCBI Missoula traveled over 5,100 miles and worked with over 6,000
individuals including 4,000 youth and 600 educators. Additionally, due to its successful leadership pipeline, NCBI Missoula
has empowered over 100 volunteer trainers with opportunities to co-lead its prejudice reduction, conflict transformation and
violence prevention curriculum.
“NCBI Missoula’s Board of Directors felt that it was time for the organization to take this next step and become a fully
independent organization,” said EmpowerMT Board President Kindle Lewis. “We also want to thank NCBI International and
their Executive Director Cherie Brown for supporting us in becoming EmpowerMT.”
EmpowerMT will continue its historic partnership with NCBI International as an organizational affiliate and will continue
offering the same youth programs, community events, and facilitation and training services. EmpowerMT’s Board of
Directors feels strongly that this exciting transition will help the organization increase its ability to accomplish its mission of
creating a more just and inclusive society by developing youth and adult leaders who work to end mistreatment, correct
systemic inequalities and strengthen communities across Montana.
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